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Growing  Together 

At  one  of  my  first  big  meetings  upon  taking 
the  helm  of  The  Trustees,  we  approved  a 
ten-year  management  plan  for  Appleton  Farms 
in  Ipswich  and  Hamilton.  That  might  sound 
like  small  potatoes  today,  but  at  the  time  it 
was  a  pretty  big  deal.  In  2000,  The  Trustees 
were  best  known  for  our  long  and  storied 
history  protecting  fields  and  forests,  beaches 
and  sand  dunes,  historic  houses  and  landscapes. 
And,  while  we  had  helped  protect  farmland  for 
others  -  more  than  30  vital  farms  across  the 
state  -  we  had  never  run  a  farm  of  our  own. 
Taking  on  the  long-term  management  of  the 
oldest  continuously  working  farm  in  the 
country  was  a  leap  of  faith. 

Little  did  we  know  what  wonderful  things  that 
leap  would  yield,  both  at  Appleton  Farms  - 
which  now  hosts  thousands  of  visitors  annually, 
in  addition  to  a  thriving  community-supported 
agriculture  program  (CSA),  several  cutting-edge 
sustainable  farming  projects,  and  our  new 
Center  for  Agriculture  and  the  Environment 

-  and  throughout  the  organization.  Today  we 
are  the  proud  caretakers  of  15  farms,  plus 
another  27  properties  with  agricultural 
potential,  across  the  state.  We  continue  to 
protect  many  more  working  farms  thanks  to 
the  Commonwealth's  Agricultural  Preservation 
Restriction  program.  And,  we  now  manage 
four  CSAs,  with  several  more  on  the  way 

-  all  of  which  are  farmed  sustainably. 


Time  and  again,  we  have  seen  how  these 
working  landscapes  inspire  and  connect  people 
-  from  the  families  who  have  worked  them  for 
generations;  to  the  neighbors  and  communities 
who  rally  around  to  protect  them  when  threats 
loom;  to  the  people  who  come  to  depend  on 
them  for  sustenance  of  the  body  and  spirit. 

With  only  13  percent  of  the  state's  520,000 
acres  of  farmland  protected  from  development, 
the  need  for  such  support  is  great.  There  aren't 
a  lot  of  landowners  or  local  groups  or  even 
larger  organizations  like  The  Trustees  with 
the  capability  to  protect  farms  on  their  own. 
But  by  creating  partnerships  and  launching 
innovative  programs,  and  with  support  from 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agricultural 
Resources,  we  have  made  -  and  will  continue 
to  make  -  great  strides,  together. 

Throughout  the  past  decade,  as  we  cared  for 
and  managed  our  own  farms,  we  have  gained 
insight  and  experience,  competence  and 
confidence  in  pursuing  a  bold  vision  of 
conservation  that  puts  people  and  community 
at  its  center.  We  couldn't  protect  these  places 
without  partners,  or  without  the  many  people 
who  are  increasingly  committed  to  local, 
sustainable  food,  whether  they're  tending 
chickens  in  their  backyards  or  signing  up  for 
a  CSA.  None  of  us  is  separate  from  the  land, 
and  nowhere  is  that  clearer  than  on  the  farms 
that  sustain  us  all. 


Andy  Kendall 
PRESIDENT 


The  Trustees  and  our  affiliate,  Massachusetts  Land  Conservation  Trust,  have  been 
awarded  accreditation  by  the  Land  Trust  Accreditation  Commission,  an  independent 
program  of  the  Land  Trust  Alliance. 
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We  are  more  than  100,000  people  like  you 
from  every  corner  of  Massachusetts.  We  lov> 
the  outdoors.  We  love  the  distinctive  charrr 
of  New  England.  And  we  believe  in  celebratir 
and  protecting  them  -  for  ourselves,  for  oui 
children,  and  for  generations  to  come.  With 
more  than  1 00  special  places  across  the 
state,  we  invite  you  to  find  your  place. 
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We  invite  your  articles,  photographs,  letters, 
and  suggestions.  Please  send  them  to: 
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Moose  Hill  Farm  -  396  Moose  Hill  Street 
Sharon,  MA  02067 
tel  781784.0567  fax  781.784.4796 
email  loreilly@ttor.org 

For  information  about  becoming  a  member 
please  contact  us  at  978.921.1944  xl8S8, 
email  us  at  membership@ttor.org,  or  visit 
our  website  at  www.thetrustees.org. 
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Am  COVER  STORY 

Come  and  Grow  with  Me 

With  our  collective  appetite  for  locally  grown,  sustainable 
food  on  the  rise,  local  farming  in  Massachusetts  is  getting  a 
new  lease  on  life.  Mollie  Babize  explains. 


PEOPLE  &  PLACE 

A  Land  Like  No  Other 

Ropes  courses,  community-supported  agriculture,  and 
schoolchildren  -  oh  my!  The  Trustees  enter  a  unique 
three-way  partnership  at  the  Olmsted-designed  Moraine 
Farm  in  Beverly. 


LANDSCAPES  &  LANDMARKS 

A  View  to  the  Sea 

As  the  second  phase  of  a  major  landscape  restoration 
project  kicks  off  at  the  Crane  Estate  in  Ipswich,  the  Grand 
Allee  marches  ever  closer  to  its  original  oceanfront  glory. 
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SOMETHING  WILL  HAPPEN 

As  Cluck  Would  Have  It 

In  cities  and  towns  across  the  state,  backyard  chickens 
are  becoming  a  common  sight.  Find  out  how  (and  why) 
this  trend  has  come  home  to  roost. 
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Come  and 
Grow  with  Me 

For  farmers  and  the  communities  they  feed, 

hope  is  beginning  to  sprout.  B/MomeBabize 
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nil  Hgniunurdi  rrotrvduun 

!  Boston  portion  of  Allandale 
,  the  city's  last  working  farm. 
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TWO  GENERATIONS  AGO,  MUCH  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
landscape  was  a  patchwork  of  farms  and  productive  woodlands. 
People  raised  on  farms  were  connected  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
life  throughout  the  seasons.  Planting  and  harvesting,  shearing 
and  slaughtering,  sugaring  and  cutting  cordwood  linked  our 
communities,  our  health,  our  very  existence  to  the  soil.  It  was 
a  life  lived  close  to  the  earth.  But  today,  that's  no  longer  the  case. 

"A  piece  of  our  lives  is  missing,"  says  Jane  Bihldorff.  When  she 
was  a  child,  BihldorfF s  family  owned  a  450-acre  farm  in  Canton,  a 
rural  haven  where  she  remembers  milking  cows  and  making  butter. 
But  as  the  state  built  highways  to  serve  its  burgeoning  population, 
Routes  95  and  128  cut  through  the  property  and  left  a  mere 
150  contiguous  acres.  When  her  father  died  in  1999,  Bihldorff 
and  her  siblings  faced  some  hard  choices. 

The  location  of  these  hundreds  of  acres  of  prime  farmland, 
she  explains,  provided  a  natural  attraction  for  developers.  But 
BihldorfF s  father  and  uncle  "were  conservationists  before  the 
word  was  coined,"  she  says;  her  father,  Charles  Lyman,  had  served 
on  The  Trustees  of  Reservations'  Board  of  Directors  from  1973  to 
1979.  So  it  made  sense  for  the  family  to  work  with  The  Trustees  to 


keep  the  land  open.  After  carving  out  a  few  parcels  for  the  next 
generation  of  family  members,  they  put  a  conservation  restriction 
on  the  rest. 

Today  at  Pakeen  Farm  -  located  a  stone's  throw  from  the  busy 
intersection  of  Routes  95  and  93  in  Canton  -  Bihldorff  and  one  of 
her  sons  run  a  small  but  growing  community-supported  agriculture 
(CSA)  program  in  the  summer,  and  sell  evergreen  trees  and  holiday 
decorations  at  Christmas.  She  envisions  a  time  when  they  will 
expand  their  current  focus,  adding  a  few  hens,  sheep,  and  hogs, 
all  with  the  aim  of  improving  the  land.  The  momentum  and 
community  support  they've  experienced  is  "very  exciting,"  she 
says,  "and  we  owe  it  all  to  being  able  to  preserve  it  through  an 
organization  like  The  Trustees." 

Stories  like  BihldorfF s  are  sprouting  across  the  state,  as 
communities  and  conservation  organizations  make  protecting 
farmland  a  priority.  As  interest  in  local  food  and  sustainable 
production  surges,  the  economic  benefits  of  protecting  working 
farmland  from  development  are  becoming  clearer.  With  innovative 
collaborations  springing  up  across  the  Commonwealth,  many 
Massachusetts  farms  have  been  given  a  whole  new  lease  on  life. 
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A  Growing  Opportunity 

Pakeen  Farm  is  one  of  221  CSAs  now 
operating  throughout  Massachusetts, 
reflecting  a  resurgence  of  interest  in 
locally  grown,  sustainably  produced  food. 
"Consumers  are  asking  for  more  and 
more  frequent  access  to  local  products," 
says  Scott  Soares,  Commissioner  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  adding 
that  Massachusetts  is  also  ranked  sixth 
nationally  in  number  of  farmers  markets. 
Between  2008  and  2009,  markets  in  the 
state  grew  from  160  to  231,  including 
three  dozen  winter  markets. 

The  number  of  farms  in  Massachusetts 
is  also  on  the  rise.  Between  2002  and 
2007,  working  farms  rose  from  6,075 
to  7,691  -  an  increase  of  27  percent. 
According  to  Ilene  Bezahler,  editor 
and  publisher  of  Edible  Boston,  the 
agricultural  economy  is  faring  well  as  a 
result.  She  says  the  growth  of  CSAs  and 
markets,  as  well  as  a  boom  in  restaurants 
featuring  local  foods,  has  led  to  a  rise  in 
farmers'  wages.  "People  are  starting  to 
pay  for  what  food  really  costs,"  says 
Bezahler  (at  the  same  time,  she  notes, 
programs  that  provide  coupons  for  low 
income  shoppers  or  "senior  shares"  at 
farmers  markets  are  helping  to  make 
local  food  accessible  and  affordable  for 
those  in  need). 


Despite  these  hopeful  developments, 
however,  Massachusetts  faces  an  alarming 
decline  in  productive  farmland,  according 
to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Between  1997  and  2007,  60,000  acres  - 
a  full  10  percent  of  the  state's  farmland  - 
were  lost.  At  $12,202  per  acre,  the  average 
value  of  farmland  in  Massachusetts  is 
the  highest  in  the  nation. 

That  threat  has  prompted  organiza- 
tions including  The  Trustees  to  focus 
increasingly  on  protecting  farmland. 
According  to  Wayne  Castonguay, 
Director  of  The  Trustees'  new  Center 
for  Agriculture  and  the  Environment 
at  Appleton  Farms  in  Ipswich,  such 
projects  comprise  an  increasing 
percentage  of  the  organization's 
current  conservation  work. 

That  work  takes  many  forms,  from 
helping  protect  the  last  working  farm  in 
Pittsfield  from  encroaching  industrial 
development;  to  opening  CSAs  at 
Appleton  Farms,  Powisset  Farm  in 
Dover,  Weir  River  Farm  in  Hingham, 
and  Moraine  Farm  in  Beverly  (see  page  8); 
to  supporting  the  work  of  Nuestras 
Rakes  with  immigrant  farmers  at  Land 
of  Providence  reservation  in  Holyoke; 
to  training  apprentices  as  future  farmers. 
It's  work  that  has  an  impact  over  time. 
Thirty  years  ago,  The  Trustees  helped 
secure  an  agricultural  preservation 


restriction  on  one  of  the  few  remaining 
farms  on  Martha's  Vineyard.  Recently, 
a  young  couple  took  on  a  35-year  lease 
of  the  farm  to  start  a  new  dairy  -  a  rare 
phenomenon  in  a  state  that  has  been 
losing  dairies  for  decades.  Castonguay 
provided  technical  assistance  to  the 
young  farmers,  conducted  a  site 
evaluation,  and  helped  them  develop  a 
business  plan  based  on  Appleton 
Farms'  own  dairy. 

None  of  this  would  be  possible  without 
the  support  of  local  communities  and 
conservation  groups,  says  Castonguay, 
who  notes  that  working  farms  in 
Massachusetts  often  have  a  high  local 
profile.  "These  farms  are  the  essential 
pillars  of  a  community,"  he  says.  "When 
they  are  threatened  by  development, 
or  a  farmer  needs  to  sell,  the  local 
communities  rally  around." 

Working  Together 

That  was  certainly  the  case  in  Westport 
when  the  29-acre  Oscar  Palmer  Farm 
came  on  the  market  a  few  years  ago. 
One  of  the  oldest  intact  farmsteads  in 
the  town,  it  sits  on  the  main  arterial  road 
that  leads  to  the  village  of  Little  Compton, 
Rhode  Island,  within  a  large  swath 
of  privately  owned  and  protected 
agricultural  land.  The  land  had  been 
idle  for  several  years,  caught  up  in 
probate  following  the  death  of  the  last 
owner.  According  to  The  Trustees'  South 
Coast  Conservation  Director  Jennifer 
Dubois,  the  community  was  "anxious  to 
get  it  back  into  the  hands  of  a  farmer," 
and  The  Trustees  began  partnering  with 
the  town  and  local  conservation  groups 
to  help  that  happen. 

Westport's  Agricultural/Open  Space 
Preservation  Trust  Fund  committed 
$250,000  to  purchase  the  land,  and  in 
2008  town  voters  approved  an  additional 
$200,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  to  preserve  and 
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rehabilitate  the  historic  buildings.  This, 
in  addition  to  private  funds  raised  and 
committed  by  the  Westport  Land 
Conservation  Trust,  made  the  purchase 
of  this  vital  working  landscape  possible. 
Representing  the  other  groups  in  the 
deal,  The  Trustees  bought  the  land  and 
immediately  put  conservation  and 
historic  preservation  restrictions  in 
place.  The  Trustees  are  now  looking 
for  a  private  buyer  who  will  farm  the 
land  and  restore  the  buildings. 

The  confluence  of  groups  interested 
in  agricultural  preservation,  community 
vitality,  and  conservation  does  not 
always  lead  to  easy  deals.  But  as 
Commissioner  Soares  says,  "there  is  a 
definite  benefit  when  conservation  and 
agricultural  interests  coexist.  They  are 
not  mutually  exclusive."  He  points  out 
that  as  the  farming  community  adopts 
sustainable  practices,  those  landscapes  - 
particularly  the  border  lands  between 
open  fields  and  forest  -  provide  more 
habitat  with  greater  diversity,  and  assist 
in  water  purification  and  consumption 
of  carbon  dioxide. 


Intent  on  seeing  such  natural 
benefits  increase,  as  well  as  fostering 
the  community  ties  and  engagement 
that  can  spring  from  tilled  soil,  The 
Trustees  will  increase  the  assistance 
they  provide  to  farmers  and  other 
landowners  through  the  Center  for 
Agriculture  and  the  Environment, 
covering  topics  such  as  organic 
practices,  business  planning,  energy 
efficiency,  and  sources  of  funding. 

Ultimately,  says  Castonguay,  the 
organization's  goals  boil  down  to  three 
things:  "We  want  to  engage  more  people 


in  agriculture,  support  a  vibrant 
and  sustainable  local  farm  economy, 
and  foster  a  deeper  connection  to 
farms  and  other  open  space."  Oh, 
and  maybe  a  fourth:  make  sure  no 
one  has  to  eat  tomatoes  flown  in 
from  Florida,  ever  again. 


Mollie  Babize  is  adjunct  faculty  at  the  Conway 
School  of  Landscape  Design,  authors  a 
column  ("Landings")  in  the  Shelburne  Falls 
Independent,  and  works  to  protect  historic  land 
use  and  open  spaces  in  western  Massachusetts. 


Getting  Involved  &  Going  Local 

Here  are  some  quick  resources  to  help  you  go  local: 


■  Massachusetts  Grown...  and  Fresher  is  your  gateway  to  local  farmers  markets 
and  agricultural  events,  www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown.index.htm 

■  From  Cape  Cod  and  Martha's  Vineyard  to  the  South  Shore,  Boston,  and  the 
Pioneer  Valley,  there's  an  Edible  Communities  magazine  to  connect  you  to  the 
latest  local  food  news  near  you.  www.ediblecommunities.org 

■  Mass  Farmers  Markets  connects  farmers  and  customers  to  markets  across  the  state. 
www.massfarmersmarkets.org 

■  Community  Involved  in  Sustaining  Agriculture  works  to  strengthen  the  connections 
between  farms  and  the  community  in  Western  Massachsuetts.  http://buylocalfood.org 

■  Southeastern  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Partnership  is  dedicated  to  expanding  access 
to  local  food  in  the  region,  http://semaponline.org 

■  There's  an  app  for  that:  Check  out  Seasons  and  Local  Harvest  for  at-your-fingertips 
resources  of  what's  in  season  when,  www.seasonsapp.com,  localharvest.org 

■  Northeast  Organic  Farming  Association  offers  resources  for  farmers  and  consumers, 
including  a  list  of  Community  Supported  Agriculture  programs  in  Massachusetts. 
www.nofamass.org 


A  Land  Like  No 

New  projects  and  partnerships  flourish  at  Moraine  Farm 

By  Jane  Roy  Brown 


WHEN  FREDERICK  LAW  OLMSTED  DESIGNED  MORAINE  FARM, 

he  didn't  plot  out  an  adventure-based  ropes  course.  Or  make  room 
for  schoolchildren  to  roam.  Or  think  about  the  best  routes  for 
community  members  stopping  by  to  pick  up  boxes  of  fresh  produce. 

But  these  are  exactly  the  activities  that  have  begun  breathing 
new  life  into  the  historic  Beveriy  farm,  thanks  to  a  groundbreaking 
partnership  between  The  Trustees,  Project  Adventure,  and  the 
Cape  Ann  Waldorf  School  -  and  thanks  to  the  generosity  and 
foresight  of  the  family  that  has  owned  the  land  since  the  late  1920s. 

Originally  designed  in  1880,  the  property  has  been  hailed 
as  "the  finest  existing  example  of  Olmsted's  approach  to 
planning  a  country  estate"  by  pre-eminent  Olmsted  scholar 


Charles  E.  Beveridge,  and  was  a  testing  ground  for  ideas  the  noted 
landscape  architect  would  later  execute  on  a  grander  scale  at  the 
Biltmore  Estate  in  North  Carolina  and  Brooklyn's  Prospect  Park.  In 
Beverly,  Olmsted  -  an  important  mentor  to  Trustees  founder 
Charles  Eliot  -  combined  scientific  farming  and  forestry  with  a 
landscape  of  leisure  on  275  acres  owned  by  John  C.  Phillips,  on  the 
shore  of  Wenham  Lake.  He  created  lawns,  hedges,  rustic  stone  walls, 
and  a  magnificent  meadow,  and  collaborated  with  Boston  architects 
Peabody  and  Stearns  to  design  a  massive  stone  terrace  facing  the 
lake,  extending  the  shingle-and-stone  house  into  the  landscape. 

Phillips'  farm  took  its  name  from  a  low  ridge  of  glacial  debris, 
which  Olmsted  used  to  provide  an  elevated  vantage  point  for  the 


THE 

SEMPER  VIRENS 

S  O  C  I  E  T  Y 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 
Kate  Saunders,  Vice  President,  Advancement 
572  Essex  Street  ■  Beverly,  MA  0 1 9 1 S 
978.840.4446  x7503 


Other 


paths  and  carriage  drives  that  looped  through  75  acres  of  coniferous  forest,  passed  lake 
and  meadow  views,  and  climbed  to  an  overlook  on  the  edge  of  the  40-acre  farm.  A  former 
scientific  farmer  himself,  Olmsted  may  have  been  especially  proud  of  the  working  section 
of  the  farm,  for  which  he  designed  an  underground  drainage  system  that  turned  spring 
floodland  into  productive  fields. 

Now  29  acres  of  that  farmland,  which  has  been  in  continuous  production  since  the 
Phillips  era,  will  become  the  site  of  The  Trustees'  fourth  community-supported  agriculture 
(CSA)  program,  and  part  of  their  newest  reservation.  Including  an  additional  eight  acres 
on  Wenham  Lake,  The  Trustees  received  37  acres  of  Moraine  Farm  from  the  Batchelder 
Family  Trust  in  August  2010.  The  land  was  donated  from  the  trust  by  Mimi 
Batchelder-Brown,  whose  late  husband,  George  Batchelder  III,  had  lived  on  the  property 
as  a  child  and  had,  in  1991,  first  given  a  conservation  and  historic  preservation  restriction 
on  the  land  to  The  Trustees  and  the  Essex  County  Greenbelt  Association. 

"My  husband  claimed  he  could  be  dropped  into  these  woods  blindfolded  and  know 
exactly  where  he  was,"  Batchelder-Brown  says.  "He  was  a  biologist,  and  he  understood 
the  ramifications  of  development  in  terms  of  the  loss  of  habitat  as  well  as  vistas."  She 
also  credits  her  husbands  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Batchelder,  Jr.,  for  preserving 
the  land  so  faithfully. 

When  the  time  came  to  part  with  some  of  the  land,  the  family  chose  carefully.  In  1999, 
the  Batchelders  sold  70  acres,  including  the  main  house,  to  Project  Adventure,  a  nonprofit 
educational  organization  that  provides  teambuilding  and  adventure-challenge  courses. 
"We  were  both  educators,  and  we  thought  this  would  be  a  good  match,"  says 
Batchelder-Brown,  whose  field  is  art  conservation. 


YOU  RE  NOT  TOO  YOUNG 

. .  .to  consider  making  The  Trustees  a  part  of  your 
estate  planning.  There  are  many  easy  ways  to 
make  gifts  that  contribute  to  our  conservation 
work  and  protect  your  long-term  financial 
security.  If  you  have  already  named  us  as  a 
beneficiary,  please  let  us  know  so  we  can  honor 
your  generosity  through  The  Semper  Virens  Society. 
We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  you. 
Please  visit  www.thetrustees.org/svs 


Please  contact  me  about  a 

gift  annuity 

or  other  gifts  that  provide 

income  to 

me  or  another  beneficiary. 

1  have  included  The  Trustees  in  my  will. 

DATE(S)  OF  BIRTH: 

Mr.  Mrs. 

Ms.  Miss 

FIRST 

MIDDLE  INITIAL 

LAST 

ADDRESS 

CITY  /  TOWN 

STATE 

ZIP  CODE 

DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 

YOUR  INQUIRY  IS  CONFIDENTIAL  AND 
DOES  NOT  OBLIGATE  YOU  IN  ANY  WAY. 


After  last  year's  donation  to  The  Trustees,  the  Batchelder  Trust 
retains  about  50  acres  including  carriage  roads,  several  distinctive 
structures,  the  surrounding  hayfields,  and  the  scenic  fields  along 
the  approach  road.  Two  other  owners  also  share  Moraine  Farm: 
a  private  family  owns  a  late- 19th  century  farmhouse  on  an  acre 
of  land,  and  the  Cape  Ann  Waldorf  School  recently  bought  eight 
acres  and  an  administrative  building  from  Project  Adventure. 

"In  spite  of  the  complex  ownership,  we  all  share  common 
interests  and  philosophy  focused  on  the  land,  agriculture,  and 
outdoor  experience,"  says  Peg  Wheeler,  community  conservation 
specialist  for  The  Trustees,  who  helped  facilitate  the  transaction. 
She  says  the  location  of  The  Trustees'  section  of  the  farm,  close 
to  downtown  Beverly  and  Route  128,  makes  it  a  good  place  to 
attract  visitors  and  interest  from  more  urban  areas. 

The  Trustees  aim  to  have  the  new  CSA,  which  will  eventually 
offer  up  to  350  shares,  up  and  running  by  June.  The  organization 
will  also  lease  three  acres  to  the  Food  Project,  a  nonprofit  program 


that  uses  sustainable  agriculture  to  engage  young  people  in 
personal  and  social  change,  and  hopes  to  work  closely  with 
students  from  the  Waldorf  School  as  well. 

All  of  this  pleases  Batchelder- Brown,  who  has  had  a  hands-on 
relationship  with  the  land  since  1982,  when  she  and  her  late 
husband  moved  from  California  to  manage  it.  Recognizing  the 
deep  intersections  of  culture,  history,  and  conservation  at  play 
spurred  Batchelder- Brown  to  think  of  involving  The  Trustees, 
and  she  has  high  hopes  for  the  farm's  future. 

"This  was  a  premier  Olmsted  property,  with  unique  residential 
design  and  intent,  praised  by  scholars  for  its  significance  and  its 
conserved  status,  and  The  Trustees  are  the  outstanding  cultural 
and  land-conservation  organization,"  she  reflects.  "I  think  that 
The  Trustees  and  Moraine  Farm  belong  together." 

Jane  Roy  Brown  is  a  writer  and  Trustees  member  based  in 
western  Massachusetts. 


LANDSCAPES  &  LANDMARKS 


At  the  Crane  Estate,  the  Grand  Allee  restoration  begins  its  second  phase 


ONE  OF  THE  MOST  AMBITIOUS  PROJECTS  EVER  UNDERTAKEN  BY 

The  Trustees  is  entering  its  second  phase  this  spring,  reinvigorating 
a  beloved  vista  and  returning  a  nationally  significant  landscape 
to  its  original  splendor.  The  restoration  of  the  Crane  Estate's 
sweeping  Grand  Allee  -  designed  in  1913  by  landscape  architect 
Arthur  Shurcliff  -  will  yield  healthier  grounds  that  are  not  only 
pleasing  to  the  eye,  but  pleasing  to  the  planet. 

The  renovation  of  this  National  Historic  Landmark 
came  about  for  practical  reasons,  says  property  superintendent 
Bob  Murray:  "We  knew  we  had  an  aging  landscape  that  was  in 
declining  health."  But  as  the  project  unfolds, 
it  is  proving  to  be  a  reflection  of  The  Trustees' 
deep  commitment  to  the  exemplary  care  of 
their  special  places  -  and  an  intriguing 
example  of  how  looking  to  the  past  can 
offer  lessons  on  living  more  sustainably 
for  the  future. 

The  three-phase  project  involves  removing  and  replanting 
hundreds  of  trees  along  the  half-mile-long  greensward;  cleaning 
and  repairing  statuary;  and  installing  new  lighting  for  visitors. 
The  Trustees  have  also  brought  back  into  service  an  underground 
rainwater-catchment  system  commissioned  in  1911  by  original 
owner  Richard  T.  Crane,  Jr.  The  plumbing  magnate,  always  ahead 
of  his  time,  installed  a  135,000-gallon  cistern  and  pipes  to  allow 
the  property  to  be  self-sustaining. 

A  century  later,  his  forward-looking  idea  is  saving  resources 
once  more.  The  cistern  now  nurtures  the  nearly  200  young  spruce 
and  pine  trees  that  have  been  planted  along  the  initial  section  of 


It's  so  exciting  to  see 
the  grandeur  of  the  original 
design  coming  back  to  life. 

-  BOB  MURRAY,  PROPERTY  SUPERINTENDENT 


the  Allee  that  unfurls  from  the  estate's  main  structure,  the  Great 
House.  The  new  plantings  replace  150  mature  trees  that  were 
removed  last  year;  the  older  trees  were  salvaged  as  saw  logs  or 
as  wood  chips  used  on  the  grounds,  and  a  local  shipbuilder  has 
expressed  interest  in  some  of  them.  As  the  work  began  early  last 
spring,  Murray  says,  a  major  windstorm  took  down  500  trees 
across  the  entire  estate,  "making  our  argument  for  us,  to 
a  certain  extent"  about  the  vulnerability  of  the  existing  trees. 

Since  the  launch  of  the  project,  ten  statues  have  also  been 
conserved,  with  two  others  undergoing  repair.  Phase  two,  which 
began  this  winter  with  tree  removal  along 
the  Allee's  Middle  Hill,  will  include  the 
planting  of  about  300  trees  this  spring.  This 
year  will  also  see  restoration  work  on  the 
architectural  details  of  the  Allee's  Casino 
complex,  where  a  pool  and  billiards  room 
once  provided  visitors  with  a  relaxing  escape. 
One  of  the  things  curious  concertgoers,  wedding  guests,  and 
other  visitors  can  expect  to  see  develop  this  year  is  "a  sort  of  ser- 
pent's spine  of  trees  along  Middle  Hill,  almost  like  the  Great  Wall 
of  China,"  says  Murray.  "It's  so  exciting  to  see  the  grandeur  of  the 
original  design  coming  back  to  life." 


Katharine  Wroth  is  a  senior  editor  for  Grist.org.  Her  work 
has  appeared  in  Special  Places  and  other  environmental 
publications.  To  view  photos  of  the  restoration  in  progress, 
visit  www.thetrustees.org/allee. 
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Would  Have 


The  eat-local  movement  hatches  a  new  trend.  By  Genevieve  Rajewski 


rise  as  interest  in  sustainable,  locally  produced  food  surges.  Although 
exact  numbers  are  hard  to  come  by,  anecdotal  evidence  is  strong; 
Backyard  Poultry  magazine,  for  instance,  has  more  than  doubled  its 
circulation  since  it  started  in  2006,  from  45,000  to  110,000. 

Joan  Teabaggy,  who  has  been  keeping  hens  in  Belmont  for  six 
years  and  teaches  a  related  class  at  Codman  Community  Farms 
in  Lincoln,  says  it's  not  difficult  to  understand  why  people  are 
increasingly  getting  on  board  with  backyard  birds.  "People  want 
to  feel  connected  to  their  food,  and  five  chickens  will  lay  enough 
eggs  for  a  family.  You  don't  need  a  lot  of  space  -  only  about 
4  square  feet  for  each  chicken  in  the  coop  and  10  square  feet  per 
chicken  in  their  run.  You  can  teach  your  kids  where  food  comes 
from  and  know  the  eggs  are  of  high  quality  because  you  know 
exactly  how  the  birds  were  cared  for  and  what  they  were  fed." 

The  small  roaming  area  required  means  even  those  in  urban 
areas,  who  often  have  limited  space,  are  flocking  to  this  trend. 
But  "it's  critical  to  check  with  your  city  or  town,"  says  Melissa 
Ghareeb,  manager  of  the  Animal  Care  and  Adoption  Center  run 
by  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  at  Nevins  Farm.  The  Methuen  shelter  receives  500  to 
1,000  birds  a  year,  and  Ghareeb  says  "many  of  the  birds  are 
surrendered  because  people  got  them  without  investigating 
the  zoning;  neighbors  complain,  animal  control  finds  out, 
and  then  people  have  to  give  up  their  chickens." 

Even  those  communities  that  allow  hens  may  well  outlaw 
roosters,  or  restrict  them  to  properties  of  a  certain  size  or 
location.  However,  no  state-level  barriers  exist  when  it  comes 


to  keeping  poultry.  "Massachusetts  encourages  farming  at  all 
scales  -  whether  it  is  for  personal  consumption  or  someone 
trying  to  start  a  business,"  explains  Cahill. 

Trustees  member  Tracey  Hudson  of  Topsham  is  among  those 
in  the  state  who  have  found  suburban  homesteading  rewarding. 
Hudson,  who  bought  six  chicks  of  different  breeds  last  April,  says 
she  was  "intimidated  to  get  them,  but  they  really  require  minimal 
work."  Now  she  and  her  children,  ages  three  and  six,  harvest 
three  to  five  eggs  daily  from  their  coop. 

Craine,  too,  originally  bought 
her  chicks  with  her  family  in 
mind;  she  hoped  they  would 
serve  as  low-maintenance  pets 
for  her  twin  daughters.  But  she's 

are  of  high  quality  6 

found  that  the  birds  bring  other 

because  you  know 

pleasures.  You  really  notice 
the  difference  in  baked  goods, 
souffles,  and  omelets,  and  the 
yolks  are  much  richer  in  color," 
she  says.  "If  you  are  into  sustain- 
ability  and  organic  food,  it's 
nice  to  be  able  to  go  pick  up  an  egg  from  your  yard  when  you 
need  it.  And  I  can't  tell  you  how  satisfying  it  is  to  pick  a  worm  off 
your  tomato  plant  and  feed  it  to  your  pet  chicken." 

Genevieve  Rajewski  covers  animal  issues,  food  and  agriculture 
for  publications  such  as  The  Boston  Globe  and  Edible  Boston. 
Read  more  at  genevieverajewski.com. 


HOUSE  &  GARDEN  TOURS 

A  House,  A  View  &  Seven  Gardens 

Daily,  May  28  -  October  10  |  I0am-5pm 

MAUMKEAG,  STOCKBRIDGE  413.298.3239 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $15; 
Child  (age  12  and  under):  FREE. 

Mohicans  &  Missionaries: 
Spring  Tours 

Thursdays  -  Mondays, 

May  28 -June  20  |   10-  I  1:30am 

ON  HOUSE.  STOCKBRIDGE  413.298.3239 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $5;  Child 
(age  12  and  under):  FREE. 

Stories  of  Freedom:  Spring  Tours 

Saturdays  &  Sundays, 

May  28  -  June  19  |   I  -  3pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $5; 
Child  (age  12  and  under):  FREE. 

Ashintully  Afternoons 

Wednesdays  &  Saturdays, 
June  4  -  October  8  |   I  -  5pm 

ASHINTULLY  GARDENS, TYRINGH AM 

FREE.  Donations  appreciated. 


On  God's  Green  Earth:  The 
Story  of  Elizabeth  Freeman 

Saturday,  March  26  |  5  -  6pm 

NORMAN  ROCKWELL  MUSEUM.  STOCKBRIDGE 

Members/Nonmembers:  $10. 
Child  (age  18  and  under):  $6. 

Birding:  Williamstown  &  Field  Farm 

Sunday,  April  10  |  7:30am 

FIELD  FARM. WILLIAMSTOWN  413.298.3239  x3003 
FREE. 

Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool 

Saturday,  April  16  |  I0am-I2noon 

413.229.8600 

Members:  Adult/Child  $4;  Family  $10. 
Nonmembers:  Adult/Child  $6;  Family  $15. 

Our  Amazing  Spring  Wildflowers 

Saturday,  April  23  |   10am  -  I2noon 


Members:  Adult/Child  $4;  Family  $10. 
Nonmembers:  Adult/Child  $6;  Family  $15. 

Memorial  Day  Weekend  Bird  Walk 

Sunday,  May  29  |  6-  Mam 

NOTCHVIEW. WINDSOR  413.532.1631  xl3 
FREE. 


Wildflower  Walk  with 
Pam  Weatherbee 

Sunday,  May  I   |   I  -  3pm 

FIELD  FARM. WILLIAMSTOWN  413.298.3239  x3003 
FREE. 

Birding:  Tyringham 

Saturdays,  May  7  &  June  I  I   |  7am 

TYRINGHAM  COBBLE.TYRINGHAM 

413.298.3239  x3003 

FREE. 

Stories  from  Nature's  Garden 

Saturday,  May  7  |   Mam  -  I  2 noon 

LEE  LIBRARY,  LEE  413.298  3239  x3007 
FREE. 

Mother's  Day  with  Wildflowers: 
Guided  Walk 

Sunday,  May  8  |   I  0am  -  l2Noon 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Members:  Adult/Child  $4;  Family  $10. 
Nonmembers:  Adult/Child  $6;  Family  $15. 

Grace  Greylock  Niles  Day: 
Guided  Hike 

Sunday,  May  15  |   I  -  3pm 

MOUNTAIN  MEADOW  PRESERVE,  POWNAL.VT 

413.298  3239  x30O3 

FREE. 

Peony  Preview  &  Open  House 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  May  21-22 
10am  -  5pm 

NAUMKEAG,  STOCKBRIDGE  4 1 3.298.3239 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $15; 
Child  (age  12  and  under)  FREE. 


mm 


National  Trails  Day  Celebrations  -  All  Month  Long! 

We  love  our  trails  so  much,  we  couldn't  stop  our  celebration  at  just  one 
day.  We're  getting  out  and  celebrating  our  trails  all  month  long  -  and  we 
want  you  to  come  out  and  join  us. 

Whether  you  come  out  to  help  clean  up  your  favorite  Trustees  trail  or 
strap  on  your  boots  to  explore  a  new  reservation,  we  have  events  and 
activities  for  all  ages  and  abilities  at  reservations  across  the  state. 

Find  a  Trustees  trail  event  near  you:  www.thetrustees.org/nationaltrails. 


When  you  volunteer  with  The  Trustees, 
you're  not  only  helping  us  care  for  special 
places  across  the  state,  you're  making  a 
difference  to  your  community  and  to  your 
neighbors.  So  get  out  and  get  involved. 


Memorial  Day  Canoe  Trip 

Monday,  May  30  |  9am  -  I  2noon 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 

Members:  Adult  $24;  Child  (age  10-16)  $10. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $30;  Child  (age  10-16)  $15. 

Rendezous  at  the  Folly 

Saturday,  June  1 8  |  I2noon-2pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5. 
Child:  FREE. 


PIONEER  jM 

VALLEY  m 

Going  Green  at  the  Bullitt 
Farmhouse:  Public  Tour 

Friday,  March  18  |  time  tbd 

BULLITT  RESERVATION,  ASHFIELD  413  628.4485 
FREE.  Call  for  details. 

Planting  Ahead:  Community  Seed 
Swap  and  Start 

Saturday,  March  19  |   I  0am 

BULLITT  RESERVATION,  ASHFIELD  413.628.4485 
FREE. 

Earth  Hour  Stargazing 

Saturday,  March  26  |  8:30pm 

BULLITT  RESERVATION.  ASHFIELD  4I3.628.448S 
FREE. 

Growing  from  the  Ground  Up: 
Garden  Preparation 

Saturday,  April  30  |  time  TBD 

BULLITT  RESERVATION,  ASHFIELD  413.628.4485 
FREE.  Call  for  details. 

Putting  Down  Roots:  Garden 
Planting  at  the  Bullitt  Reservation 

Saturday,  May  7  |  time  tbd 

BULLITT  RESERVATION, ASHFIELD  413.628.4485 
FREE.  Call  for  details. 

Barn  Birds 

Saturday,  May  14  |  9:30am 

BULLITT  RESERVATION.  ASHFIELD  413.628.4485 
FREE. 

Cultivation  and  Restoration 

Saturday,  May  21   |   I  -  4pm 

LAND  OF  PROVIDENCE,  HOLYOKE 
413.532.1631  xl3 

Invasive  Garlic  Mustard 
Workday,  Lunch,  and  Tour 

Saturday,  May  21   |  9am  -  Ipm 

WILLIAM  CULLEN  BRYANT  HOMESTEAD. 
CUMMINGTON  413.532.1631  xl3 
FREE. 

Wet  and  Wiggly  Pond  Exploration 

Sunday,  June  5  |   I  -  3pm 

PEAKED  MOUNTAIN  MONSON  413.532  1631  xl3 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  $5  donation  requested. 

Spring  Clean  at  the 
Bryant  Homestead 

Sunday,  June  12  |   I  -3pm 

WILLIAM  CULLEN  BRYANT  HOMESTEAD. 
CUMMINGTON  4 13.532. 1 63 1  xl3 
FREE. 


BERKSHIRES 

Eco-Volunteer  Training 

Thursdays,  April  7  -  November  17 
9am  -  I 2noon 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Love  Your  Landmark  Day: 
Annual  Workday 

Saturday,  April  9  |  9am  -  I2noon 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Fletcher  Steele  Landscape  Stewards 

Tuesdays,  May  3  -  September  27 
I  0am  -  I2noon  &  I  -  3pm 

MISSION  HOUSE,  NAUMKEAG,  STOCKBRIDGE 
413.298.3239  x3007 

Garden  &  Trail  Stewards 

Wednesdays,  May  4  -  August  3 1 
10:30am  -  I2noon 

FIELD  FARM.WILLIAMSTOWN  413.298.3239  x3007 

Big  Clean 

Tuesday,  May  10  |   I  0am -4pm 

NAUMKEAG,  STOCKBRIDGE  413.298.3239  x30l2 

McLennan  Forest  Stewards  Day 

Saturday,  May  21   |  9am  -  I2noon 

MCLENNAN  RESERVATION. TYRINGH AM 
413.298.3239  x3003 

PIONEER  VALLEY 

Peaked  Mountain  Work  Day 

Saturday,  April  2  |  9am  -  I  pm 

PEAKED  MOUNTAIN,  MONSON  413.532.1631  xl 3 

Trail  Work  and  Training  with 
the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club 

Saturday,  April  23  |  9am  -  Ipm 

CHAPEL  BROOK. ASHFIELD  413.532.1631  xl3 

Sigelman  Memorial  Workdays 

Saturday,  April  16  |  I  -4pm 
Sunday,  May  15  |  9am  -  Ipm 

LITTLE  TOM  MOUNTAIN,  HOLYOKE 
413.532.1631  xl3 
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Build  Trails  and  Build  Skills: 
Volunteer  Trail  Steward  Training 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  becoming  an 
official  Trail  Steward  with  the  Trustees?  We're 
looking  for  individuals  of  all  skill  levels  who 
would  like  to  join  us  in  our  work  protecting 
special  places  for  the  public  to  enjoy.  This  spring 
is  your  chance  to  build  your  skills  and  get  involved. 


Designing  and  Constructing  a 
Sustainable  Trail  at  Mt.  Warner 

Saturday,  June  4  |  I  -  4pm 

MT.  WARNER.  HADLEY  413.532.1631  xl3 

Assessing  Trail  Conditions 
at  Monument  Mountain 

Saturday,  June  I  I  |  9am  -  I  2noon 

MONUMENT  MOUNTAIN,  GREAT  BARRINGTON 
413.532.1631  xl3 


Trail  Blazing  and  Wayfmding 
at  Brooks  Woodlands  Preserve 

Saturday,  June  18  |   I  -4pm 

BROOKS  WOODLAND  PRESERVE.  PETERSHAM 


413.532.1631  xl3 


Dealing  with  Water  on 
Your  Trails  at  Petticoat  Hill 

Saturday,  June  25  |  9am  -  I  2noon 

PETTICOAT  HILL, WILLIAMSBURG 


21st  Massachusetts  Land 
Conservation  Conference 

Saturday,  March  26  |  8am  -  4pm 

WORCESTER  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
WORCESTER.  MA  978.840.4446  x  1 935. 
rCi.iiTTOR.ORG 

Please  pre-register:  www.massconservation.org; 
Before  March  1 2:  $42  ($32  Students);  After 
March  12:  $62  ($52  Students). 


Spring  Fling 


Sunday,  May  15  |   I  I  am  -  2pm 

DOYLE  COMMUNITY  PARK  AND  CENTER. 
LEOMINSTER  978  840.4446  x1900 
Members:  FREE. 

Please  call  to  learn  how  to  become  a  member. 


GREATER 
BOSTON 

Including  Boston  Natural 
Areas  Network  (BNAN) 


Neponset  Greenway  Spring  Cycle 

Saturday,  March  19  j   I  Oam 


>  1 7.542.7696 


FREE. 


36th  Annual  Gardeners  Gathering 

Saturday,  March  26  |   I  I  am  -  5pm 


FREE.  Walk-up  registration. 

Birds  and  the  Bees 
at  Powisset  Farm 

Saturday,  March  26  |   I  Oam  -  I  2noon 

POWISSET  FARM.  DOVER  508.785.0339 

For  a  birdhouse  of  your  own:  Members:  $7; 

Nonmembers:  $14. 


Spring  Canoe  Tour 

Saturday,  April  9  |   I  Oam  -  2pm 

ROCKY  NARROWS.  SHERBORN  508.785.0339; 

ACOSTELL084@COMCAST.NET 

FREE  with  your  own  boat.  Rentals  available: 

$20/boat,  including  life  jackets  and  paddles. 

Powisset  Farm  Spring  Fest 

Thursday,  April  21   |   I  -  4pm 

POWISSET  FARM.  DOVER  781.785.0339 
Members:  $4;  Family  $10.  Nonmembers:  $5; 
Family  $12. 

April  Vacation  Open  Barnyard 

Friday,  April  22  |   I  2noon  -  2pm 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGHAM  781.740.7233 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 

Hike  of  the  Month  Club 

Sundays,  April  24,  May  22,  June  26 
I  -  3pm 

CHARLES  RIVER  VALLEY  508  785.0339 
FREE. 

Open  Barnyard  at  Weir  River  Farm 

Saturdays,  May  -  October  |   I  Oam -2pm 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGHAM  781.740.4796 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 


Special  Landscape  & 
Revolution  Themed  Tours 

Saturday  -  Monday,  April  23  -  25 
2pm  &  4pm 

Members:  $10.  Nonmembers:  $12. 

Book  and  Membership 
Gift  Day  at  the  Old  Manse 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  April  30  &  May  I 
Time  to  be  determined 


May  Day 

Sunday,  May  I   |   I  -  3pm 

ROCKY  WOODS,  MEDFIELD  508.785.0339 
FREE. 

Celebration  of  Spring 

Saturday,  May  7  |   I  0am  -  2pm 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGHAM  781.740.4796 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 

Spring  Festival  and  Perennial  Divide 

Saturday,  May  21   |   I  Oam  -  2pm 

BOSTON  NATURAL  AREAS  NETWORK 
CITY  NATIVES.  30  EDGEWATER  DRIVE. 
MATTAPAN  617.542.7696 
FREE. 


MSPCA  Equestrian  Trail 
Ride  Fundraiser 

Sunday,  May  22  |  check-in  9  -  I  I  am 

POWISSET  FARM,  DOVER  508.785.0339 
Call  for  details. 


Outdoor  Story  Hour 

Wednesdays,  June  -  September 
10  -  I  I  AM 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM.  HINGHAM  781.740.4796 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 


The  Old  Manse 

269  MONUMENT  STREET,  CONCORD 
978.369.3909.  OLDMANSE@TTOR.ORG 
Join  us  this  spring  at  the  Old  Manse  for  a  tour, 
a  special  event,  or  simply  to  enjoy  some  music 
by  the  river.  Check  www.thetrustees.org  for 
more  details. 


History's  Moms  at  the  Manse 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  May  7  &  8 
I2noon,  Ipm,  &  3pm 

Members:  $10;  Mothers  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  $12. 


Boston  Scottish  Fiddle  Club 

Sunday,  May  8  |  2  -  4pm 

FREE. 


Patriot's  Day  Open  House 

Saturday  &  Monday,  April  1 6  &  1 8 
8am  -  5pm 

Grounds  Open  at  Dawn.  FREE. 


Emerson  &  Hawthorne: 
Fathers  at  the  Manse 

Sunday,  June  I  9  |  2pm  &  4pm 

Members:  $  1 0;  Fathers  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $  1 2. 


House,  Landscape  &  Attic  Tours 

Daily,  starting  April  I  7 

Mondays  -  Saturdays  |   I  Oam  -  5pm 

Sundays  |  I2noon-5pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $8  house, 
$5  landscape,  $5  attic. 


The  Joys  of  Summer:  Thoreau, 
Emerson  and  Hawthorne 

Tuesday,  June  21   |  6pm,  7pm  &  8pm 

Members:  $10.  Nonmembers:  $12. 


T 


NORTHEAST  ♦ 
REGION 

Long  Hill 

Horticultural  Center 

LONG  HILL.  BEVERLY 

Please  pre-register  for  Horticultural  Center 
programs  by  calling  978.921.1944  x  4018  or 
emailing  longhill@ttor.org. 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Daffodil  Day 

Sunday,  May  I   |  10—  I  1:30am 
FREE. 

20th  Annual  Long  Hill  Plant  Sale 

Saturday,  May  21 
Members-Only  Preview:  9  -  I  Oam 
Public  Welcome:  I0am-2pm 
FREE. 

WORKSHOPS 

Sustainable  Lawn  Care  Basics 

Saturday,  May  7  |   10  -  I  1:30am 

Members:  $8.  Nonmembers:  $12. 

Propagation  by  Cuttings 

Wednesday,  June  1 5  |  5  -  7pm 

Members:  $20.  Nonmembers:  $25. 
Please  pre-register. 


FOR  YC 


ITH  AND  FAMILIES 


Children's  Garden  Opening  Day 

Wednesday,  May  18  |  3:30  -  5pm 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmember  children:  $5. 
Please  pre-register. 

Afternoons  in  Peter 
Rabbit's  Garden 

(ages  6  &  under)  Tuesdays  in  June 
3:30  -  4:30pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $5. 


Cape  Ann 

Discovery  Center  at 
Ravenswood  Park 

481  WESTERN  AVENUE.  GLOUCESTER 

978.28 1 .8400;  CAPEANN@TTOR.ORG 

Now  open  Saturdays  I  Oam  -  3pm,  Sundays 

I  2noon  -  3pm,  and  by  pre-scheduled  times. 

A  variety  of  hands-on  activities,  a  Discovery 

Desk,  and  an  Investigation  Station  await! 

Creature  Feature: 
Salamanders  &  Frogs 

Saturday,  March  I  7  |  7  -  8:30pm 

CAPE  ANN  DISCOVERY  CENTER  AT 
RAVENSWOOD  PARK,  GLOUCESTER  978.281.8400 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  Adult  $8;  Child 
FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $10;  Child  FREE. 

Wilderness  to  Special  Place  Walk: 
Ravenswood  Through  the  Centuries 

Second  Sundays,  April  10,  May  8*,  June  12 
I  -  3pm 

RAVENSWOOD  PARK,  GLOUCESTER  978.281.8400 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  $5.  *Mothers  FREE  today. 

Vernal  Pool  Exploration/ 
Certification  Workshop 

Saturday,  April  16  |    I  -3pm 

AGASSIZ  ROCK,  MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA 


Recommended  for  families.  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  Adult  $8;  Child  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $10;  Child  FREE. 

Beginning  Spring  Birding 

Third  Sundays,  April  17,  May  15 
&  June  19  |  8  -  I  0am 

HALIBUT  POINT.  ROCKPORT  978.281.8400 
FREE. 

Hermit's  Tales  on  the  Trails 

Thursday,  April  21   |    I  -  3pm 

RAVENSWOOD  PARK.  GLOUCESTER  978.281.8400 
Recommended  for  families.  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  $5.  Nonmembers:  $8. 


Stewarding  the  Steps: 
Garlic  Mustard  Pull 

Saturday,  May  14  |   I  -  3pm 

DINOSAUR  FOOTPRINTS,  HOLYOKE 
413.532.1631  xl3 

CENTRAL 

Spring  Cleaning  &  Trail  Work  Day 

Saturday,  April  16  |  I0am-2pm 

DOYLE  COMMUNITY  PARK  AND  CENTER. 
LEOMINSTER  978.840.4446  x1935 
Call  for  information. 

GREATER  BOSTON 

Become  a  Docent  at  the  Old  Manse 

April  -  October 

THE  OLD  MANSE,  CONCORD  978.369.3909 
Call  for  information. 

12th  Annual  Charles  River  Cleanup 

Saturday,  April  16  |  9am-I2noon 

CHARLES  RIVER  VALLEY  508.785.0339 

Down  and  Dirty  Trail  Project 

Saturdays,  April  9,  May  14,  June  I  I 
9am  -  3pm 

CHARLES  RIVER  VALLEY  508.785.0339 

Wilson  Mountain  Park  Serve  Day 

Saturday,  April  16  |  9am  -  3pm 

WILSON  MOUNTAIN,  DEDHAM  508.785.0339 

Norris  Reservation  Trail  Day 

Saturday,  April  9  |   I  0am  -  I2noon 

NORRIS  RESERVATION,  NORWELL  781.740.4796 


Family  Farm  Hands 

Friday,  April  22  |  9  -  I  I  am 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM.HINGHAM  781.740.4796 


Friends  in  the  Fields 

Saturdays,  April  30,  May  28,  June  25 
1:30  -  4:30PM 

POWISSET  FARM,  DOVER  508.785.0339 


Plan  Your  Summer  Getaway 

Escape  to  the  mountains  or  the  sea  with  a  stay  at  one  of  our  elegant  inns.  Get  active, 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  art  galleries  and  antique  stores,  or  simply  relax  and  enjoy  the  view. 

THE  INN  AT  CASTLE  HILL 


280  Argilla  Road,  Ipswich  ■  tel  978.412.2555  ■  www.theinnatcastlehill.com 

THE  GUEST  HOUSE  AT  FIELD  FARM 

554  Sloan  Road,  Williamstown  ■  tel  413.458.3135  ■  www.guesthouseatfieldfarm.org 

AH  proceeds  from  your  stay  benefit  our  conservation  work  at  Field  Farm  and  the  Crane  Estate. 


Wild  Edibles  Walk  Workshop 

Sunday,  May  I  5  |   I  -  4pm 

CROWNINSHIELD  ISLAND.  MARBLEHEAD 
978.281.8400 

Please  pre-register.  Members:  $27. 
Nonmembers:  $33. 

Junior  Conservationist: 
My  Square  Woods 

Afterschool  Program  (ages  9  -  II): 
Five  Thursdays,  May  5,  12,  I  9,  26  & 
June  2  |  4  -  5:30pm 

RAVENSWOOD  PARK,  GLOUCESTER  978.281.8400 
Please  pre-register.  Five  sessions:  Members:  $65. 
Nonmembers:  $75. 

Lady's  Slipper  -  Beauty  &  Botany 

Thursday,  May  19  |  6  -  7:30pm 

Ages  10  and  up.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  $5. 

Saving  the  Sweetbay 

Saturday,  June  4  |   I  -  3pm 

RAVENSWOOD,  GLOUCESTER  978.28 1 .8400 
Please  pre-register.  Ages  10  and  up. 
Members:  $8.  Nonmembers:  $10. 

Evening  with  the  Herons 

Thursday,  June  16  |  6  -  8pm 

COOLIDGE  RESERVATION, 

Please  pre-register.  Members:  $10. 
Nonmembers:  $14. 

Castle  Hill  on  the 
Crane  Estate,  Ipswich 

For  information  regarding  house  and  landscape 
tours  and  special  events  or  to  register  for  group 
tours,  call  978.356.4351  x4049. 

Spring  Open  House 

Sunday,  May  I   |   Mam -5pm 

FREE. 

Great  House  Tours 

May  25  -  October  8 

(I -hour  tour,  every  half  hour) 

Wednesdays  &  Thursdays  |  I0am-4pm 

(last  tour  at  3pm) 

Fridays  &  Saturdays  |  I0am-2pm 

(last  tour  at  I  pm) 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $10; 
Child  (age  12  and  under)  FREE. 
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Castle  Hill  Landscape  Tours 

Thursdays  -  Saturdays,  May  26  - 
October  8  |   I  0am  ( I  .5-hour  tour) 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $10; 
Child  (age  1 2  and  under)  FREE. 

Beginner  Surfcasters 

Saturdays  in  June  |  I  0am 

CRANE  BEACH  ON  THE  CRANE  ESTATE.  IPSWICH 

FREE  with  beach  admission. 

Hot  &  Cold  Tour:  Behind-the- 
Scenes  of  the  Great  House 

Second  Wednesdays,  June  -  Sept.  |  4pm 
Fourth  Wednesdays,  June  -  Sept.  |  5pm 

Please  pre-register.  Members:  $10. 
Nonmembers:  $15. 

Children's  Treasure  Hunt 
at  the  Great  House 

Fridays,  June  3  -  October  7 
10  -  I  0:4 5 am 

Child:  $5.  Caregivers:  FREE. 

In  Search  of  the  Horseshoe  Crab 

Tuesdays,  April  26,  May  3,  10,  17*.  24,  31, 

June  7,  14  |  3:30  -  6pm 

♦Optional  full-moon  session,  7:30  -  I  0pm. 

CRANE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE  ON  THE  CRANE  ESTATE. 
IPSWICH  978.356.43S  I  x4062 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  $60. 
Nonmembers:  $70. 


Appleton  Farms 

IPSWICH  &  HAMILTON  978.356.5728  x  15 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

Farm  Formal  Dinner  and  Dance  - 
Old  House  Fundraising  Event 

Saturday,  June  II   |  6pm-  I2midnight 

$  1 50  per  person. 


The  Farm  Field  School 

Please  pre-register  for  all  programs.  Online: 
www.thetrustees.org;  Call:  978.356.5728  xl5; 
email:  hhannaway@ttor.org. 

FOR  ALL  AGES 

Meet  the  Chickens 

Tuesdays,  May  3  &  June  14  |  3  -  4:30pm 

Members:  $4.  Nonmembers:  $5. 

Meet  the  Cows 

Tuesdays,  March  1 5  &  April  1 9 
3  -  4:30pm 

Saturdays,  May  21  &  June  18 
3  -  4:30pm 

Members:  $4.  Nonmembers:  $5. 

FOR  YOUTH 

Young  Farmers 

Ages  8-11:  Five  Tuesdays,  May  10, 
17,  24,  31,  June  7  |  4  -  5:30pm 

Five  week  session:  Members:  $72. 
Nonmembers:  $90. 


FOR  CHILDREN 

Farm  Fiddleheads 

Five  Wednesdays,  May  II,  18,  25, 
June  1,8  |   10  -  I  1:30am 
Please  pre-register.  Five-week  session: 
Members:  $60.  Nonmembers:  $72. 
Fee  includes  adult  &  child. 

Mini  Moo's 

Tuesdays,  March  22,  April  26,  May  31 
3:30  -  4:30pm 

Please  pre-register.  Members:  $8. 
Nonmembers:  $10.  Fee  includes  adult  &  child. 

FOR  ADULTS 

The  Birds  of  Appleton 
Farms  Grass  Rides 

Thursday,  May  5  |  8:30  —  I  I  AM 

APPLETON  FARMS  GRASS  RIDES,  HAMILTON 
Please  pre-register  with  Joppa  Flats, 
978.462.9998.  Members  $15. 
Nonmembers  $20. 

Farmstead  &  Old  House  Tours 

Sundays,  April  17,  May  I  5,  June  19 
3  -  5pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $5. 
Appropriate  for  ages  8  and  up  ( 1 6  without 
adult). 

Evening  Birding  Ramble 

Tuesday,  May  10  |  5  -  7pm 

APPLETON  FARMS  GRASS  RIDES,  HAMILTON 
Please  pre-register  with  Joppa  Flats, 
978.462.9998.  Members:  $10. 
Nonmembers:  $14. 


NEW  WAY  TO  SAVE  ON 
CRANE  BEACH  ADMISSION 

Crane  Beach  Parking  Sticker  Program 

our  new  Crane  Beach  parking  sticker, 
's  no  more  wrestling  for  cash  or 
wondering  where  you  put  your  membership 
card  -  just  drive  on  in  and  enjoy  the  beach. 

■  Stickers  are  available  to  members  only, 

so  make  sure  your  membership  is  up  to  date! 

■  Purchase  your  sticker  for  only  $50 
through  April  30.  After  April  30, 
pay  the  full  price  of  $75. 

■  Stickers  are  valid  for  one  year  of 
FREE  admission  to  Crane  Beach, 

tarting  May  I  through  April  30. 

members  not  wishing  to  purchase  a 
parking  sticker  for  20 1 1 ,  we  will  be 
increasing  the  summer  beach  season 
admission  fee  to  $  1 0  on  weekdays  and 
$20  on  weekends. 


Summer  Program  &  Service 
Learning  Registration  Begins 

Contact  Appleton  Farms  for  program  information 
and  registration  by  calling  978.356.5728  xl5  or 
emailing  hhannaway@ttor.org.  Program  dates 
are  below. 

Farm  &  Forest  Explorers 

Ages  6-8:  July  5  -  7  |  9am  -  I  :30pm 
Ages  9-11:  July  19-21   |  9am  -  1:30pm 
Ages  5-6:  August  2  -  4  |  9am  -  I  :30pm 
Ages  7-9:  August  16- 18  |  9am  -  1:30pm 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  $90. 
Nonmembers:  $120. 

Farm  Stewards  in  Training 

Ages  I  5  -  17:  July  &  August, 
Mondays  -  Fridays  |  8:30am  -  4:30pm 
Please  call  for  program  details  and  application. 
Interested  applicants  must  commit  to  at  least 
two  weeks.  FREE. 

The  Flower  Project 

Ages  I  5  -  17:  June  -  August, 
Mondays  &  Fridays  |  9am  -  I2noon 
FREE. 

Greenwood  Farm 

IPSWICH  978.356.4351  x4049 

Archaeology  and  the  Attic: 
A  Family  Discovery  Visit  to 
the  1694  Paine  House 

Third  Fridays,  June  -  October 
I  I  am  -  I2NOON 

Please  pre-register.  Members:  $5;  Family:  $10. 
Nonmembers:  $10;  Students  $5;  Family:  $20. 

Life  on  a  Saltwater  Farm: 
Paine  House  Tours/ 
1 7th-Century  Saturdays 

First  Saturdays,  June  -  October 
I  I  am  -  3pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5;  Child 
(age  12  and  under)  FREE.  Free  to  all  on  first 
Saturday  in  June. 


In  the  Fields  with  City  Harvest 
Youth  Corps 

Saturdays,  May  7,  14,  21,  28, 
June  4,  I  I,  18  |  9  -  I  I  am 

ELEANOR  CABOT  BRADLEY  ESTATE.  CANTON 
781.784.0567  x70l2 

NORTHEAST 

Cape  Ann  Conservation 
Crewhands 

Ages  14  -  16:  Saturday  -  Saturday, 
April  16-23  |  9am-I2noon 

COOLIDGE  RESERVATION.  RAVENSWOOD  PARK, 
AGASSIZ  ROCK,  HALIBUT  POINT  RESERVATION 
978.281.8400 

Farmhands 

Ages  13  -  18:  Tuesday  -  Friday, 
April  19-22  |  9am  -  I  2noon 

APPLETON  FARMS.  HAMILTON  &  IPSWICH 
978.356.5728  xl5 

Crane  Estate  Crewhands 

Ages  14  -  18:  Tuesday  -  Friday, 
April  19-22  |   10am  -  3pm 

CASTLE  HILL  ON  THE  CRANE  ESTATE,  IPSWICH 

978.356.4351 

Please  pre-register. 

Earth  Day  Coastal 
Clean  Up  and  More! 

Friday,  April  22  |  I0am-I2noon 

COOLIDGE  RESERVATION  &  HALIBUT  POINT 
RESERVATION.  MANCHESTER  &  ROCKPORT 
978.281.8400 

Become  a  Docent  at  The  Old 
House  at  Appleton  Farms 

Weekly  shifts  |  8:30am  -  I  2:30pm 
or  12:30  -  4:30pm 

APPLETON  FARMS,  IPSWICH  978.356.5728  xl5 
Please  call  for  more  information. 

Paine  House  Guides  - 
Seasonal  Tours 

GREENWOOD  FARM,  IPSWICH  978.356.4351 
Please  call  for  more  information. 

Landscape  Guides 

Thursdays  -  Saturdays,  May  26  -  October  8 

CASTLE  HILL  ON  THE  CRANE  ESTATE,  IPSWICH 
978.356.4351 

Please  call  for  more  information. 


Get  all  the  details  and  order  today  at 
www.thetrustees.org/cranebeach. 


SpecialPLACES  I  SPRING  2011 


17 


Community  Garden  Kick-Off 

Saturday,  May  2 1   |  9am  -  i  2noon 

VESTPORTTOWN  FARM.WESTPORT 
08.636.4693  xl3 


Salamander  Soiree 

Late  March/early  April 

DATE  TBD  |    7:30  -  9PM 

FREETOWN  FALL  RIVER  STATE  FOREST 

rERS  ASSONET  508.636.4693  <  I  3 
FREE.  Call  for  details. 

Woodcock  Wanderings 

Saturday,  April  9  |  6:30  -  7:30pm 

COPICUT  ROAD.  '"AL:.  RIVER  508.636.4693  >  1 3 
FREE. 

Preserving  Special  Places 

Thursday,  April  21   |  7pm 

DIGHTON  LIBRARY,  DIGHTON  SOi 
FREE. 

American  Chestnut  Returns 

Saturday,  April  30  |   I  0am 

BIORESERVE.  FALL  F 
FREE. 

Birding  in  the  Bioreserve 

Saturday,  May  7  |  7  -  9am 
FREE. 


East  Over  Bird  Walk 

Saturday,  June  II   |  7  -  9am 
FREE. 

Summer  Solstice  by  Candelight 

Saturday,  June  18  |  7  -  9pm 

FREE. 


C  API 


NDS 


Saving  Special  Places  Walking 
Series:  Signal  Hill  Conservation 
Restriction  Walk 

Sunday,  March  27  |   I  -  3pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $10. 

Fishing  Discovery  Tour 

Daily,  May  27  -  Columbus  Day  |  8:30am 

CAPE  POGE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE.  CHAPPAQUIDDICK 

508.627.3599 

Members  only:  Adult  $60;  Child  $25. 


Cape  Poge  Lighthouse  Tour 

Daily,  May  27  -  Columbus  Day 
9am,  I2noon  &  2:30pm 

CAPE  POGE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE,  CHAPPAQUIDDICK 

508.627.3599 

Members:  Adult  $18;  Child  $10. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $25;  Child  $12. 

Natural  History  Tour 

Daily,  May  27  -  Columbus  Day 
9am  &  1:30pm 

CAPE  POGE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE,  CHAPPAQUIDDICK 

508.627.3599 

Members:  Adult  $25;  Child  $15. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $35;  Child  $18. 

Mashpee  River  Kayak  Trip 

Saturday,  May  28  |  I  0am  -  I  2noon 

MASHPEE  RIVER  RESERVATION,  MASHPEE  1 

Members:  $20.  Nonmembers:  $30. 

Two  Lighthouses  Tour 

DATES  TBD 

COSKATA-COATUE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE, 
NANTUCKET  508.228.6799 
Members:  Adult  $40;  Child  $15. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $50  Child  $15. 


The  Big  Walk 

Saturday,  May  7  |  9am  -  4pm 

FREE. 
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ce  as  proof  of  residency. 

Wild  Katama  Bay  Kayak  Trip 

Sunday,  May  29  |  8:45  -  I  0:30am 

NORTON  POINT  BEACH,  EDGARTOWN, 
EDGARTOWN  BAY  ROAD  BOAT  LANDING 
508.693.7662 
Reservation  required. 


graoas.  For  more  information. 
hetrystees.org/REI. 


Introduction  to  Mountain  Biking 


ROCKY  WOODS,  MEDFIELD 

Participants  meet  at  R 


Introduction  to  Map  &  Compass 


Saturday,  April  23  |  9am  -  3pm 
Saturday,  May  1 4  |  9am  -  3pm 

ROCKY  WOODS.  MEDFIELD 
Participants  meet  at  Rocky  Woods. 


Introduction  to  Geocaching  Class 


WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGH 


Particip 


Essential  Camping  Skills  Class 


Saturday,  May  7  |  9  -  I  I  AM 


WORLD'S  END.  HINGHAM 


Participa 


Digi 


tal  Photography  Field  Class 


WORLD'S  END,  HINGHAM 


Participants  meet  at  World's  End. 


ROCKY  WOODS,  MEDFIELD 
articipants  m 


Backcountry  Cooking  Class 


Saturday,  April  1 6  | 

OCKY  WOODS,  MEDFIELD 


Learn  to  Kayak 


Introduction  to  Coastal  Kayaking 


Kayaking  Crane  Beach  Day  Tour 


WVJ& 


\UY  REI  OUTDOOR  SCHOOL  CLASS  OR  OUTING 
OFFERED  BY  OUR  MASSACHUSETTS  STORES. 

Join  us  to  learn  more  about: 

,  mountain  biking,  GPS  navigation,  road  cycling, 
rock  climbing,  hiking  and  more. 

Register  at  any  REI  store  in  Massachusetts. 
Descriptions  and  schedules  online  at  Rt  l.com/outdoorschool. 


Offer  valid  until  12/31/11.  Offer  valid  toward  payment  of  one  REI  Outdoor 
School  class  or  outing  that  takes  place  prior  to  Jan.  30. 2012.  Offer  not  valid 
on  prior  purchases.  Offer  only  redeemable  at  REI  stores  In  Massachusetts. 
Not  redeemable  online.  Offer  is  nontransferable  and  is  not  redeemable  for 
cash,  merchandise  or  gift  cards.  Limit  one  coupon  per  customer. 


House  Tour  Assistants/Greeters 

Wednesdays  &  Thursdays  |  I0am-4pm 
Fridays  &  Saturdays  |  I  Oam  -  2pm 

CASTLE  HILL  ON  THE  CRANE  ESTATE.  IPSWICH 
978.356.435 1 

Please  call  for  more  information. 

Flower  Hours  in  the  Flower  Fields 

Thursdays,  June  -  August  |  9-  Mam 

LONG  HILL,  BEVERLY    978.92 1 . 1 944  x40 1 8 

Volunteer  Surfcasters 

Saturdays,  June  4,  II,  1 8,  25 
I  Oam  -  I 2noon 

CRANE  BEACH  ON  THE  CRANE  ESTATE,  IPSWICH 
978.356.435 1 

Wednesdays  Workdays! 

Wednesdays,  April  6  -  October  1 2 
9am  -  I 2noon 

STEVENS-COOLIDGE  PLACE,  NORTH  ANDOVER 
978.682.3580 

SOUTHEAST 

New  Bedford  Earth  Day  Parade 

Thursday,  April  14  |  5pm 

CUSTOM  HOUSE  SQUARE.  NEW  BEDFORD 
508.636.4693  xl3 

Atlantic  White  Cedar  Planting 

Saturday,  April  1 6  j  9am  -  I  2noon 

COPICUT WOODS,  FALL  RIVER  S08.636.4693  xl3 

Westport  Town  Farm 
Community  Garden  Volunteers 

Saturdays,  May  2 1  -  October  30 
9am  -  I2noon  or  by  appointment 

WESTPORT  TOWN  FARM.  WESTPORT 
508.636.5780 

CAPE  COD  & 
THE  ISLANDS 

Annual  Beach  Clean-Up 

Saturday,  March  19  |  9am-  I2noon 
Rain  date:  March  20 

COSKATA-COATUE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE, 
NANTUCKET  508.228.5646 

Mytoi  Spring  Wake  Up! 

Saturday,  April  30  |  9am  -  I2nqon 

MYTOI,  EDGARTOWN,  MA  508.693.7662 
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Special  PLACES 


NON-PROFIT  ORG 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

THE  TRUSTEES  OF  RESERVATIONS  PAID 

N.READING,  MA 

572  Essex  Street  permit  no.140 

Beverly,  MA0I9I5-IS30 


MY  PLACE  IS... 
OUT  ON  THE  LAND 

...where  getting  my  hands  dirty  is  part  of  the  job  -  and  the 
fun  -  and  where  organic  has  always  been  "in." 

-  MELANIE  HARDY,  FORMER  APPRENTICE  AT  POWISSET  FARM,  AND 
CURRENT  MANAGER  AT  LAND'S  SAKE  FARM,  WESTON.  READ  MORE 
ABOUT  MELANIE  AT  WWW.THETRUSTEES.ORG/MYPLACE. 


UR  PLACE 


Together  with  our  neighbors,  we  protect  the  distinct  character 
of  our  communities  and  inspire  a  commitment  to  special 
places.  Our  passion  is  to  share  with  everyone  the  irreplaceable 
natural  and  cultural  treasures  we  care  for. 


the  trustees 

of  reservations 


www.thetrustees.org 


